PREACH'D AT 
SUTTON in SURREZT, 
O N 


4 DE CEM BER 31. 1706; 


. 
5 — — a ; 
; . 


By William Stephens, B. D. 


_— 


n — 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the 


8 — — 
—_— „„ 
”— — — - 
4 3 6—— 


LONDON: 


\ Printed, and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Reven 
in Pater-IVofter- =”, 797. 


Il — . — — — — — 


2 22 508 a 


nr 
| John VIII. zz: 

ye ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth 
male you free. 


| HIS Verſe is part of a Converſation which 
"I happened between Jeſus Chrift, and ſome 


"ow 


of the cut, wherein he made it his Endea- 
vour to awaken them from that degree of 
Carcleſneſs and Thoughtleſs ſtupidiry of Mind to 
which their Moral and Political State of Servitude 
had reduced them. As to their Moral State, he told 
them, That whoſoever commutteth Sin, is the Servant 
of Sin, (i. e.) Whoſoever hath accuſtomed himſelf 
to do Evil, hath ſubmitted himſelf to the Power of 
that Cuſtom, from which ir will not be eaſie for him 
to break looſe. But then he to inform them 
how that he came from Heaven to aſſiſt them in this 
Caſe, and toredeem them from their Moral Impoten- 
cy, which at that time prevail'd fo generally over their 
Minds that they were blind to his Miracles, and deaf 
to his Doctrines. Being all this while fo well ſatis- 
fy'd with their own Dotage, that they were ready to 
rſecute any one to Death, who ſhould attemptto per- 
uade them to any freedom of Thought, or to a ſerious 
Conſideration of their preſent Condition. To this pur- 
' poſe our Saviour ſpeaks to them, Verſe 40. But nom 
you ſeek to till me, a Man who haue told you the Truth 
which I have beard of God. *Tis the ſureſt Mark of a 
conſum d Servility of Spirit, when a Man is fo totally 
ignorant of his Condition, that he is zealous to main- 
tain the Tyranny which he lies under. And this ſeems 
to be the Caſe of the Fews by their Reply to our Savi- 
our Chrift, at Verſe 33. We be Abraham's Seed, and 
were never in Bondage to any Man: bow dof thou, 
that we ſhell be made free? And yet this Nation had 
been Slayes to the Egypriazs and to the Aſſyrians, and 
were now a conquer d Province of the Rn From 
| whence St. Auſtin, as he is cited by Lucas * 


ad 
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in his Commentary upon this Verſe, called this this 
Apology Splendidum impudenſa; mendacuum, an impu- 
dent barefaced Lye. But when a Peoples Zeal to ferve : 
the Tyranny they lie under, thall prompt them to.cam- 
mit any fort of Villany for it's fu the Condition 
of ſuch a fort ot Men ſeems to be paſt all And 
yet this was the Diſpoſition of the Jes when he told 
them, Ie ſeek to kill me, verſe 40. and was ſoon after 
made manifeſt, when they offered up our Saviour, as 
the Sacrifice of their Loyalty, to the baſeſt, falſeſt, 
molt treackerous and cruel Prince that ever fate upon a 
Throne; tor fuch was Liberius Cæſar. Amway with ham, 
away with him ( ſay they ) we have no King but Cæſar, 
John 19. 15. Twas this {laviſh Spirit from which our 
Saviour endeavoured to deliver the Zews in this Di- 
courſe, of which my Text is a part; and to this end 
he would have inſpired them with the Truths of his 
Goſpel: And to this purpoſe he ſpeaks to them in the 
Words of the Text, Ie ſha! know the Truth, and the 
Truth ſhall make you free. IP 
| In ferting forth the Doctrine contain d in theſe 
1 Words, I ſhall conſider, 2 


| Firſt, In what Reſpelts a Man may be ſaid to be free: 
, 
t 


Secondly, In what ReſpeQs the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt - 
is 1 means to ſupport or recover our Liber - 

Thirdly, 1 thall endeavour to make ſome Imptove 
— of what has been ſaid. 2 « 


As to the firſt Point: Since Man may be con- 
fider'd in the Natural, Moral, or Political Uſe of him- 
ſelf, ſo may his Liberty be conſidered either as Natu- 
ral, Moral or Political; and a triple Servitude in oppo- 


fition bereunto. 


Natural Liberty -appears by a Man's uninterrupt! 
Ute of himſelf, chicfly with relation to his — 
Faculty, which is made capable of receiving Impreſſions 
from all his Sentcs, and likewiſe of retaining, diſp»- 
ſing and forming them into ſuitable Ideas; as allo in 
Lis > A 2 comparing 


--— — 


i the want thereof is a natural Incapacity 
to exerciſe of Thought, as appears in Idiots 


openfity to prevent and diſturb ſuch our De- 


chat all Vitious Habits are 
Ion, and apt to enſlave the 
Incumbrances to be the higheft degree of 
both Staice and P/atonifli having always agreed 


ſhve of humane Rea- 


7 


3 Upon this Account it was that the Phariſees, Sad- 
ducees, Maſters of Synagogues, were never free enough 


. to enter into Debate with themſelves concerning the 


Miſſon of our Saviour Chrift, though confirm'd by 
Miracles more than ſufficient to have convinced any 
ons By Gander: Befides, the Moral Doctrines 
of our Sav 


Saviour wanted no Miracles for their Confir- 


being ſuch Truths 
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and compounding thoſe Idea 


hates and Reſolutions. It has been long fince obſerved, 
Man, and a Vacancy from 


wicked Men are enſlaved, and only good Men are 
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dbauing not the byaſſes of this World upon them, were 
Ion was hidden trom the Great and the 


f this World; <fpecially for what the Phariſees f 


the Precepts of the Golpel are, he that runs 
and how pernicious this Senfualiry is to our _— 


(s) 
which und of Me? Jp 5. 44: by 
mentatars nereupon do agree, that receivi Honour 
is meant covering the Praiſe of Men: cg Ba 
their Vain-glory prevented — this Sub- 
4c. they would eafily have reſolved, no Man 
could 4 done the Miracles that he did, unleſs that 
he had been tent of God. A blind Man might fee this 
C-.nciuhon, and one who was born Blind did diſcern it! 
Hie ein 1s a marvelous thing (aid he) that ye know 
n't from whence be it, and yet be hath * n 
yes, Juan 9. 30. And from hence it was, that 
on that Poor Man, but moſt of the Common People, 


tree to reecive the Golpel, which for the contrary Rea 


Fx es the God of this World had blinded. And this Con- 
hd-ration (merhinks) is ſufficient to deſtroy the Argu- 
car of thi! Church which builds its Authority upom 
irs wo:Idly Grandure, and cannot but in ſome degree 
dimuifh the Authority of any Church, — 
diicover in them elves too great a Concern for the 


after, wich Nas t. ingrols the Power over all the No. 
ple into their own Hands. 
by Divine — 


Now the Golpel ＋ 4 Are 
wrought up to fo high a Degree of Pare, ha 
can be deviied more reſtorative to the Liberty peg the 
Mina, as our recciving them into our Affections, where= 
by every ill Clog and falſe Biaſs will be — ar 


Minds; fo that our Debates will be free, and our Re- 
ſolves clear. How great an Enemy to Senſuality, i. c. 


the immoderate Indulgence of our Senſitive A — 


doch of Thou and Refule, St. Part has fer forth, E. an, 
ing, That the Natural Man receives not the Things of 
#be Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. 4. g. a Senfual Man 
not free, either to Debate or Reſolve upon Maners of 


virtuous Import; for the word yvyus by what Neglett 
know not is tranſlated Natur al Tin tis Text, and 


A 3 give 


(6) 
gives way thereby to an Enthuſiaſtical Interpretation 
yet the ſame word in St. James and St. Jude, is — 
ated Senſual. So Fames 3. 15. This 1 is Senſu- 
al. . And Fude 19. rſual, not heving ie Spirit Ac- 
. cording to this Senſe, a Senſual Man, (or as the Mo- 
dern phraſe is) 2 Man ot Pleaſure, is not free to De- 
date concerning Matters ot virtuous Import, in the Con- 
duct of bis Life. As (for inſtance) conceraing the Im- 
— 1 of thoſe Talents he ſquanders away upon his 
Pleaſures, were they laid out to ſupply the Wants of 
the Poor, the Needs of his Friends; or, it may be, fome- 
times for the Publick Weal of his Country. 

The Man of Profit diſcerns all the Extravagancies of 
the Man of Pleaſure; and being not inclined to the like 
Vice, he can freely Debate and Form a true Judgment 

thereupon, ſo far as concerns the extra vagint Waſte of 
Treaſure; bur yet is far from a Liberty, duly to con- 
fider of the right Uſe of thoſe Talents waich God has 
_ given him for his own comfortable Enjoyment, as well 
as for the Behoof of all thoſe to whom his Abilities and 
ities can extend themſelves. For this Reaſon, 
the covetous young Man in the Goſpel could not pre- 
vail upon himſelt, to enter into Confideration, of the 
Air Offer made him by 7e/us Chrift, to Sell all and fol- 
low him: He went away very ſotrowful, tor the Sub- 
KU Matter which was ſuggeſted to his Thought, diſ- 

pleaſed him at the firſt Inſtant; the Love of the World 

ving laid too great a Reſtraint upon his Mind. 

And this Conſideration gives the Reaſon why (when 
the Noble, the Rich, and the Learned of that Age, did 
not believe in Feſus Chriſt) the Poor received the Go- 
ſpel, and the common People made the ſtand of 
Chriſtian Faith, viz. becauſe they had no rettrainr of 
Worldly Intereſt to hinder them from a free and im- 
partial Conſideration of what they both heard and ſaw. 
And for the fame Reaſon it came to paſs, that when a 
Torrent of [dolatry and Superſtition had overflow'd the 
whole Viſible Church of Chrift, the true Chriſtian Pro, 
feſſion was again reſtored by Luther and Zuinglius, Men 

of mean Figure in their Time, and by the 2 


7 

the common People in Switzerland and Saxony. Nor 
could our great King Henry VIII. have recovered 
this Nation from the fame Epidemical Contagion, had 
not the Common People of his Realm, being weary of 
Oppreſſion, given to themſelves a Liberty ot Judgment 
concerning the Popiſh Superſtirions. *Twas the ſame Li- 
berty preſerved in the Common People, which was the 
_ viſible Spring of our late happy Revolution. And 
whenſoever the CommonPeople of Chriſtendom (hall free 
themſelves from thoſe Awes and Fears of great Church - 
men, which their Education has laid upon them, then, 
and not till then, will be the Fall of Bal, the Diſ- 
covery of Antichriſt, and the Exaltation ct the Crofs of 
Chriſt above all humane Impoſitions and Uſurpations. 
"Twas this freedom of Spirit, this probity of Mind, 
which was compared by our Saviour to the good 
Ground, wherein the Seed of the Word brought forth 
great Plenty of good Fruit, which qualify'd Men at firft 
to be good Chr ſtians, and rendred them ier fig Baor- 
deiar Te bes, well diſpoſed or prepared for the Kingdom of 
God, Luke 9. 6. or as tis elſewhere expreſſed, u- 
(ales Is Conv ale vie, difpoſed and qualify d ts recerve the 
Doctrine of Eternal Life, Acts 13. 48. Whereas (on 
the contrary ) St. Paul teacheth, Thar if the Goſpel be 
id, it is hid to them that are loft, in whom the God of 

this World has blinded the Minds of them that believe 
not, 2 Cor. 4. 4. Apreeable hereunto the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel ſhews us, that the Gods of this World, Lacifer 
and Mammon, Pride and Coverouſnets, prevented the 
Men of Figure in that Ape from receiving the Faith. 
St. Luke's words are theſe, And the Phariſees alſo, who 
were Covetous, heard all theſe things, and they derided 
him, Luke 16. 14. "Tis the ſame God of this World, 
who at preſent Supports the Throne of Antichrift ; 
For what was ever meant by the ſpecious Expreſſions of 
ſing the Catholick 


(3) 
Men in Power can beſtow, which prevaiF'd upon others 
to inculcate, that the Will of a Sovereign Prince ( tho” 
ever ſo exorbitant) ought not to be refiſted; whereby 
th. Liberty of Debating, Reſolving, and Acting in our 
was endeavour'd to be taken from 
us; wheras the Goſpel Spirit of mutual Forbearance 
and Toleration of one another, have reſtored to us the 
Freedom of our Judgment and Practice in Matters of 
But Liberty of Conſcience, from the Burden of Sin, 


is what above all things aſſiſts the Freedom of our 
Minds; whereas a ſtate of Sin is a ſtate of vile Sla- 
v 


ery. What an inſupportable Burden did Envy lay up- 
on the Mind of Cain? What an unnatural Drudgery 
was it to ſtain the Earth with his Brother's Blood ? 
And to what a flaviſh Spirir was he reduced by that 
dreadful Fact? It made him tremble ar the Appearance 
of every * —q—_ as a Slave in the fighr of his 
Tormentor. Hence was it that he becime a Fugitive 
and V on the Farth; but in all ths wide 


Aud retreat from the Terrors ot his Mind. 


Inger, the Torture ot Malice, and the dread of Mens 
ſentments, are we ſet by the Goſpel Spirit of Love? 


ur Debates and Reſolutions from all thoſe Re- 
ſtraints which Anger and ill Will do neceſſarily lay up- 
on us, Tis this Spirit above all others, which renders 
a Man moſt eaſie and undiſturbed in the Uſe of him- 
ſelf; fo that kind and benificent Emanations flow from 
him as Water from the Rock, 


impartial Judgment of his own 
72 e Actions, 


3 


World he could not find a Place to caſt off his Chain, 


On the contrary, how free from the Coriofives of 


from eatly docs ir clear up our Underſtandings ? and 
© 


Burnings > Can any Man under 


— 


_— 


tended to all Mankind, and his 


(9) 
Actions, or come to any true Knowledge or Enj 
of himſelf > Can a Man under theſe Fears be ſulc that 
his Actions are influenc'd by a Love to Virtue ? which 
thing alone renders us deſerving of eſteem among Men, 
and gives us a Complacency in our felves, which is 
the conſtant and immediate Reward of all yiatuous Mo- 
tion. The Experience of the laſt Age has ſhewn us, 
that when amazing Doctrines were preach'd up with 
Uſes of Terror, ſome People loſt the Liberty and UG 
of their Underſtandings, And that it had not the fame 


Effect upon many more, was owing to the —_— 
Incumbrances or pleafant Diverfions of Lite, which 


would not ſuffer theſe terrible Idea's to dwell upon 


Men's Imaginations. N there is nothing which lets 
a Man fo free from theſ Terrors the Gap 

which ſhews us our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Goſpel Precept of Love and Charity 1eceiv'd into 


the Soul, whereby he is conſcious that he loves his 
Neighbour as himſelf, and that he is willi do 


to 
a his 


others as he would be done by; and that A 
leave, his good Will is 


and tunites give 


. 
. 


LN 


Complacency to 
good Men: He who ands himſelf thus inclined 
ready to every good Work, has ſhook 
rors of Death, becauſe the Sting of it i 

*Twas a ſtrange reaſoning of a 
againſt the Freedom of the Will, 


2 


1 


115 


to arg 
though a Man hath a Freedom of Debate wi 
ſelf, yet fince either his natural Conſtitution 
ly Tempera | 


ir 


(16) 
Cafes as croſs his Inclinations. Suppoſe him only un- 
der the Power of Anger, he will debate upon nothing at 
all, but determine without Debate, as his Paſſion ſhall 
over-ballanee his Judgment. Suppoſe him to be under 
the Power of Self-love to any degrees of Partiality, 
that Partiality will vifibly ſway all his Reaſonings and 
Actings; if he be bigotted to a Party, twill be the 
Ame thing. But when the moral Law of Chriſt ſhall 
ail == Mind of Man, it will deliver bim 
rom the Prevalency of Paſſion, Partiality, and vitious 
Inclination, then only can he find that his Debates and 
Reſol ves are free ; for all Reſtraints of Mind bei 
taken away, he can be no other than a Freeman : A 
fo long as he continues thus, he muſt as neceſſarily 
feet himſelf Free, as a poor Captive, who is deliver'd 
from 4rgier into the Hands of his Fellow Chriſtians. 


And whereas Sloth may be confidered as a Chain 
upon the yet tis as plain, that the Goſpel- Truth 
was d to ſet us free from this Bondage: For to 


what ſerve all the Promi and Terrors of the 
Lord, contained therein, but to quicken us up to Vi- 
gilance, Sobriety, and Circumſpection? To which 
may de added the Example of our Saviour Chrift, who 
always went about doing Good; and exhort us above all 
things to labours of Love, and to practice chiefly the 
Duty of ity, which is a conſtant flaw of virtuous 
1 in the free Current of the Soul to every good 


This Freedom which I have endeavoured to deſcribe, 


te 


in a more lively manner, to take off Sloth from the 
Mind, than the Goſpel Spirit, which is altogether 
Active, its Contemplarions being all Practical; all its 
Dodtrines having their Uſes in active Life and virtuous 
Endeavour. Speculative Truths may indeed quicken 
the Underſtanding, but do not contribute to the Moral 
Freedom of the Soul. He who is under the Power of a 

VICIOUS 


— 
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vicious Inclination, may be a 


will deliver up his Parith to the Inquiſition, to bring 


upon Practice, will yet recommend us to the Mercy of 
tends to reduce Men under the T 


| Tuaded that my Soul might be ſaved by Specula 


but Probabilities, and ſometimes are grounded only 


(ur) 


And it the Chriſtian Profeſſion had conſiſted in meet 

Speculaticns, as ſome People are willing to believe, 
who lay very great Streſs upon curious dogmarical Pro- 
poſitions, which can be reduced to no Moral Practice. 
According to this Notion, it may be faid, that Biſhop 
Cajus is a good Orthodox, malicious Chriſtian; and 
Father Sempromus is fo zealous a Chriſtian, that he 


them to the right fide of the Queſtion z whereas Ca- 
74s and Sempronius have no more right to, be call'd 
Chriſtians, than the Speculative Theology of the 
Schools has to be ſtiled rhe Chriſtian Religion. Tis 
only the Moral Law of Feſus Chriſt that can make us 
Free, in the performance of our Duty to God, and ren- 
der us Acceptable to him, through the Merits of his 
Son; bur on the other fide, to perſuade Men that 
meer ſpeculative Opinions, which have no Influence 


God, is the Pillar and Ground of Prieſt-craft, and 
of Antichrift, | 
and deſtroy the Freedom which rhe Truth of the Gdf- . 

1 was defign'd to eſtabliſh. And could I be per- 
rive 
Truth, I would ſooner truſt to Euclid's Elements of 
Geometry, than to the Determinations of the School 
Divines, becauſe the former Propoſitions are grounded 
upon evident Demonſtrations ; the other at beſt ate 


on humane Authority, which above all things enſlaves the Judg- 
ment: So that a Man of active Virtue, ſuch as the Goſpe 
Truth inſpires, will find 2 Neceſſity, as well as a Diſpoſition in 
himſelf, to Debate with, and Reſolve himſelf upon any ſubject Mi 
Matter which occurs in the Courſe of his Life, whillt he who =}! 
on into Orthodox Speculation, will take no 
ro know the Opinion of the Fathers 


of their ment, 
1 7 


% 


(12) 
Int God, who deals with Man to the Nature he 
« has given him, requires that he ſhould exerciſe the Liberty of 
his Judgment with relatien to his Duty. 0 Vr2el, are not my 
? Are not your ways ? Faith) the Ly ty the 
Prophet, Ezekie/ 18. 25. and St. Paul [ich, I ſpeak wnt» wiſe 
dye ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. 10. 15. And the meaneſt ot Men 
to judge that every Chriſtian Virtue tends 15 N al 
| emperance preſerves a Men from the Incr ach- 
f his Appetite, Patience from the Invion of his P fli- 
Charity takes away all narrowneſs of Spirr, intpires 

vi op gy to oblige Mankind. Nr is ther- any 


TE 
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ether the Goſpel· Truth, but to fer us free from 
Guilt, its immediate 1 which 1s Fear, 2d 
from every Yoak, which evil Cuſtom and Eximp'e have lid 


: 
- 


reſtoring us thereby to the tree uſe of 211 ſolves; and 
Freedom 1s not ſelſiſh, and terminated in dur wu i di- 


1 
7 


vidual Ferſons, but is extended to the Common W-4l of all 
Mankind ; for a Chriſtian Man is eaſie and acceiſi le :o all 
ho ſtand in of him. He is a Comfort o is Famile, 2 


P 


pport to his Neighbourhood, and, as he is 2ble. to aft ts F l- 
Creatures; whilſt a Man of + narrow © nane(] Spirit, or 
| is under the Opprethon, of a croſs pe h Tem ns © 


upon his Family and Neighbourho d, 1 
und heavy the World. Inſtances of his kt! 


ly meet with in the World, where at prefer hu um 

- potency of Mind paſſeth under the Notion: +© Spleen. An ar 

—_— hereof we * in the prof het Fouus wy 

t gently reprov ing Queſtion which Go ah 4 11m the 
well tobe an —— the — ? Id, \ 121d he) t5 bo Ang even 
nato Death, 4. 9. thereby tlie ig his Rforuion 0 in- 
dulge the Impotency of a froward Spirit from (im +8 Oc- 
cafon 25 — Leaf: And now great a Siave welt 4 Man 
be to his Paſhon, who ſhall be fond f any oppurrun'y, where- 
to raiſe its violent motion > H v nay ny mnt an, Fami- 

be which is under che Tyraniy of fic ptnett k Malt x2 

Nay, every vicious Temper is a mor. hin ocncy an: layery of 
Mind, which it alſo pre pagateth as -+ a: 11+ Puwcr reachet'y over 
_ Others. Had but one S wereig: Prince, who ns yet aliv , hen free 
from Vain-glory.a mumerons Prop © | ng fince en tee from 

| and a vaſt nomber i his mlutri n vedient, and re- 
| Su, had not been forc'4 to leave their Na: we Coun- 
try, and ſeek their Bred in Foreign Lands. Through the Sla- 

| of this Grand Waadt ni , Ambition, wha: a Tor- 
eat of Chriſtian Blood as been ſpilt ! But vo the contrary 


the Benefic of it in the L 
miitration is carry d on withou: Partiali y; nothing but Pro: 
 Phaneneſs and Immorality meets + th ay Difcryrag ment; fo 
That ng inaecent Man, whatſoever his Milt, kes may be, has 
Caufe to be afraid of the Power: But in diſcharge of his Duty 


—— 


A 
] 


f 
} 


a 1 to en- 
flive others : This growing Tyratny is prevented by the Go» 
ſpel Spirit of Moderation in the Supream Power. For Where 

e Crown is of no Party, all Parties will ſoon be extinguſh' 


all Names and Cognizances of Diſtinction will be 
livion, and no other Characters be efteem'd but 


: 


thoſe 
Which import one and the ſame thing, a good Chriſtian 


; 


z 


goc d Subject. g . 

This ne Conſideration will make it appear, that the 
ot Curift do co- operate to the Eftabliſhment and Perſecti 
Political Liberty ; and in this Senſe the Law of God is a 

Liberty. Nay, tho” the Spirit of Moſes's Law has been 
ſevere and burdenſome, yet a flaviſh Temper of M. 
ul der that Adminiſtration ſufficĩiently diſcouraged by a 
Intamy, which was fixed upon every Servant who 
enjoy that Liberty which Moſes's Law allow'd hun. 
ther (ſaith Moſes) an Hebrew Man, or a Hebrew Woman, 
thee, and ſerve thee ſix Nears, 


: 


: 
- 


| 


b 


refuſed 
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5 
in the ſeventh thew ſhall let bim vo 
free. And if be ſay unto thee, 7 will net 1728 thee, 
be is well with thee, theu ſhalt take an Awl, and thruſt it through 
Kar unte the Door, aud be ſhall be thy Servant for ever, Deut. 15. f 
15. 17. And how much the Liberty of all Ia! was 
| by Moſes, appears from the Inſtitution ot the Sabbatical Year, and 
that of the Jubilee, (which word fignifies Releaſe) the Ordinance 
for which 1 3 — Thow —_ the jw 
pet of the Fubilee to ſound in the day of Attonements, oe 3 
hallow the 5oth Year, and proclaim Liberty throughout all the Land. It 
may alſo be obſerv'd, that Moſes in this Inſtitut ion, gave a treble 
Caution to the Prople againſt Oppreſſion, as a thing incompatt- 
ble with the Fear of God. Ye ſhall wot oppreſs one ver. 14. 
ſhalt net rule over him with Rigeur, but ſhall fear thy 
verſe 23. And again, Ye ſhall not opprrſi one another, but thow 7 
fear thy God, ver. 17. But tis very remarkable, that this Reſpect 
to the Liberty of cheir Brethren, which was charg d upon ran, 
was the very Palladium and chief Support of the Political Li 
of that whole Nation. But ſo it is, that the Decay of this Spi- 
it ot Liberty is aſſign d by the Prophet as the chief, if not only 
Reaſon why the Fews loſt the Liberty which they enjoy d 
the Protection of their own National Polity. Thus, ſaith the 
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'T 14 
and {or Handmaid:. 4 ye have net heark- 
. N er one to his Brother, and every 
Man to bis 4! I proclaim 4 Liberty to you, ſaith the 
Lord, to the Sword, to the Peſtilence, to the Famine : And I will 
make you 56 bs removed 12 fl the of the Earth, Jer. 34. 13, 
x4. Sc. Thus God ſhew'd them the Face of their Sin in the 
Glaſs of their Puniſhment, their want of Mcral Liberty in the 
loG of their Political Freedom, giving them up, who were de- 
vouring one another, Arran If we look in- 
to the Hiſtory of Old Name, it appears that their ancient Virtue 
and Government decay d together; nor can it be ſuppos d, that 
am Remains ot old Roman Virtue were left, when Nero made 
ſuch an Inſult upon the Government, as to make his Horſe their 
Conſul, If we look into Church Hiſtory is more viſible, 
than that the ſcandalous Diviſions, — want — among 
the Chriſtian Churches of Africa, and the Leſſer Aſc, _ 
for Maheme:'s Standard to ſupplant the Croſs of Cerift, 
Briziſh Hiſtory tells us, that our inteſtine Diviſions made — for 
the old RemanPower to invade us under the Command of Palin 
inform'd us, 

„ prevaifd of la 

x4» 

it oo ny 


ther, — mutually = ſtrongly ſt their common Deli- 
verance. 'Twas then that the Angels of our Churches ſhew'd 
their charitablelne linations to come roaTemper with thoſe whoſe 
former Provccations had given them too great Cauſe of Reſent- 
ment. In 2 the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe upon us with 
bealing in bis "Twas then that we were ſet free from the 
141 — and our Fonhtical Liberty was eſta- 

among us. — 2 of decaying Liberty, rais d 
| bg in ie 1382 preſſor; perhaps not 2 ſome Jea- 


England might ten time or other 
ne Pann nm Ang And from hence ſprang an infer- 
| nal Cerbervs , a three headed Hell hound of Aſſaſſination, to be 

commi.red 1 upon the Perſon of our Gracious — the Re- 


Roter of our Liberty; of Invaſion upon our whole Po- 
litick, and of Embaraſzment of our Coin, to cut - Zo, Rac 


of our Defence. *Tis dreadful to look back upon this melancho 
Scene, unleſs it be to call to mind by what under God 


we recovered out of theſe ruining Circ "Twas 
the Truth of Chriſt which then ſet us free from the i nding 
Tyranny of the Grand Oppreſſor For the ſudden vifible Uni- 


hen 
bad Reſprr w ied yy op ha 115 


Za * hack was t 


Reftorer and Aſſerter of our Liberty, quickened thei 


publick Liberty, or to receive 


ime, 
Heart St. Pand's great 
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to diſcover and bring to Puniſhment the choſen Veſſels of Fr 


Policy. And laſt 


| compleat that U — — 
ing their Deliverance leat, vis. nanimity 1 
— which above all things is enjoyn'd by the Goſpel of chriſ. 
It ſhews alſo how wiſely and opportunely | 


danger d L. 

heth in ever 

Afiiſtance to 
I h that with ſincere , we have this 


dredour Thanks to God for the Happy Succeſſes of 
Year : And I doubt not, but that with the fame 
ion, we 3 1s on I 
Fo by an honourable and Lfting : 
otives as may encourage us humbly to nope, that 
Prayers may be received. As firſt, the Juſtice of our 
give us great Reaſon to hope, that Her Majeſties Arms, 
thoſe of Her Allies, may ſtrike a juſt Terror into the falſe 
of an ambitious Monarch, who tox many Years paſt, has 
the Fay = —_ T — #... Op ; ; 
Apoſtate. from the 1ghts © wn'd Heads, |} 
( Pa 42 and vain 


le 
7 Own'd and Patroniz d the 
Engliſh Royalty, in order not only to prevent the f 
Succefhon, ſo happily eſtabliſh'd over us, but to deprive 
us of that Gracious under which we enjoy all 
thoſe Signal Mercies, for which we have now been return- 
ing our Thanks to God ; and by whoſe Chriſtian Modera- 


tion, and t:ne Princely Affection to all Her Sub) 


of Hope is opened to Us, with relation to Future Succeſſes, 


» Take heed (fas be) 70 


— 


(616 
id deveuy ene anether, that ye be not conſumed one of another, Gal. G. 
F. Who can think that an eager Deſire in ny on Man, - 
over his Fellow re, is acceptable in the ſight of God >» 
that ſuch Do@rines which promote the Subjedtion of one 
Nn to the Arbitrary Will of another, are agreeable to the 
Truth of Chriſt > Tu a Matter of ſerious Lamentation to con- 
that any i r:nciples of this ill Tendency, ſhould ever have 
Deen avowed from Holy Writ, fince Experience may inform us, 
That inſtead of ſupporting ſuch Doctrine by Divine Revelatio 

ide Authority of Holy Scripture is rather weakned thereby; — 
that every Unjuſt, Tyrannical, Self-intereſted, and ſlaviſh Prin- 
le, abet ted from thence, 1s a Mill ſtone hung upon the Book 
God. For the Text informs us, that the Truth cf Chriſt was 
'd to make us Free. Nor is there any State in the World 
Happy, as to be the ſreed Men of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Tarniſh, 
been alle 
that the f N 

iched by their Conquerors : But the Vicus oft 
Her, the chi 


As is 

inſupportable Slavery, under 
from which Heaven is an eternal 
are 
us Chriſt 3 to whom with the 
2 


